
NEW SALEM WORKSHEET (GRADES 3 - 5)

ANSWER KEY

1. Which of the following would the cooper NOT  have made?
a. cabinets c. buckets
b. barrels d. butter churns

Answer: a. cabinets  Coopers specialized in making wooden containers such as barrels, 
   buckets, butter churns, bowls, tubs, etc.

2. What was the occupation of Joshua Miller?
a. cooper c. trapper
b. woodworker d. blacksmith

Answer: d. blacksmith  Blacksmithing was a much needed trade in 1830s Illinois.   
   Blacksmiths worked with iron, making numerous metal objects such as farm
implements, tools, etc.

3.  The purpose of the spinning wheel is to
a. make cloth c. produce yarn
b. twist fibers d. both b and c

Answer: d. both b and c  The spinning wheel twists fibers into yarn, producing the yarn 
 used to make cloth.  Any protein or cellulose fiber may be spun (for example: wool, cotton,
flax, goat hair, buffalo hair, llama hair, and dog hair; but of course some of these were
more commonly used than others).

4. How old was Abraham Lincoln when he moved to New Salem?
a. 18 c. 6
b. 35 d. 22

Answer: d. 22  Lincoln's move to New Salem was his first experience living on his own.  He
remained in New Salem until he was 28 (1837), when he left to practice law in Springfield.

5. T or F  Abraham Lincoln first came to New Salem on a flatboat.

Answer: True  Lincoln was hired by Denton Offutt to navigate a flatboat from Springfield
to New Orleans. By chance, his flatboat was caught on the mill dam at New Salem,
providing him with his introduction to the village. After his trip to New Orleans, he
returned to New Salem to work as a clerk in Denton Offutt's general store.



6. T or F  Samuel Hill was a farmer.

Answer: False  Samuel Hill was the prosperous owner of the carding mill and the most 
successful general store in New Salem.  Hill also owned quite a bit of farmland after his
move to Petersburg in 1839.

7. T or F  Springfield was the capital city of Illinois when Lincoln moved to New Salem in 1831.

Answer: False  Springfield became the third capital city of Illinois on Feburary 24, 1837. 
Kaskaskia was the first, and Vandalia was the second.

8. What building is the only frame building in the village?
a. the 2nd Berry-Lincoln store c. the Herndon house
b. the Miller-Kelso dogtrot d. Clary's grocery

Answer: a. the 2nd Berry-Lincoln store  The building was considered the nicest of the 
 general store buildings in New Salem.  Several general store proprietors failed in their
business ventures in the building.  Even though the building was the nicest, the selection of
goods was always better at the Samuel Hill store.

9. Where did male travelers usually sleep in the Rutledge Tavern?
a. barn c. cellar
b. loft d. bedroom

Answer: b. loft  Male travelers staying with the Rutledges climbed up the ladder located in
the home to sleep in the loft, a room above the downstairs living quarters. There were no
beds in the loft - travelers would either carry their own bedrolls with them or sleep on
straw on the loft floor.

10.   List five crops grown by people in New Salem in the 1830s.

________________________ ________________________

________________________ ________________________

________________________
      
Answer: There are many possibilities for this answer. Here are some choices, but anything
grown in the gardens of New Salem is a possible choice.  CROPS: corn, beans, cotton,
tobacco, watermelon, squash, pumpkins, peas, peppers, Swiss chard, carrots, cucumbers,
potatoes, and all herbs.



* * BONUS QUESTION * *

What would you like or dislike about living in New Salem in the 1830s?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



NEW SALEM WORKSHEET (GRADES 3 - 5)

ANSWER KEY

1. T or F  Most skilled professions were trades passed down from generation to             
generation.

Answer: True  Skilled professions were passed down in many cases.  For example, Henry 
Onstot learned coopering from his father in Kentucky.  He in turn passed this same trade
down to his son.

2.  What was the religion of the Miller family?   
a. Baptist     c. Lutheran
b. Catholic d. Presbyterian

Answer: a. Baptist.  The Miller family opened their home to Baptist ministers
that were passing through the area.

3. The school in New Salem is commonly referred to by what name?
a. "blab" school c. "trade" school
b. "farmers'" school d. "elite" school

Answer: a. "blab" school  The Mentor Graham school is referred to as a "blab" school
because the students learned by repeating their lessons out loud and very little writing was
done.

4. What is the main use of the root cellar?
a. to store wood for the fireplace   
b. to store food items
c. extra sleeping space for visitors
d. protection from tornadoes and thunderstorms

Answer: b. to store food items  Many people in the 1830s stored food items in their root
cellars all year. The cellars kept the food cool in the summer as well as from freezing in the
winter. The root cellars under the homes would maintain a constant temperature of about
55ΕΕΕΕ F all year around.



5.  What was the large kettle in front of the Waddell home used for?
a. laundry c. boil water to make felt hats
b. boil corn for dinner d. bathtub

Answer: c. boil water to make felt hats.  Martin Waddell, the hatter, would boil the furs in the 
cauldron to break down the tough fibers.

6. T or F  Generally, families in the 1830s were small.

Answer: False  The average number of children born to a family in New Salem was
between eight and ten. Unfortunately, not all of the children lived to adulthood.

7. What elected political office was Lincoln holding when he moved to Springfield in 1837?
a. President of the United States c. city alderman
b. representative in the Illinois General Assembly d. mayor

Answer: b. representative in the Illinois General Assembly  When Abraham Lincoln was 
elected in 1836 he left New Salem a year later to practice law.  He had already been elected to
the State General Assembly twice (in 1834 and 1836).

8. Which is the only home in New Salem with a second story?
a. the Henry Onstot home c. the Robert Johnston home
b. the Isaac Gulihur home d. the Samuel Hill home

Answer: d. Samuel Hill's home  Samuel Hill was considered the most successful man in
New Salem and to exemplify his prosperity, he built a second story on his home.

9. With whom did Abraham Lincoln own two stores?
a. William Berry c. "Slicky" Bill Greene
b. Samuel Hill d. James Rutledge

Answer: a. William Berry  Berry and Lincoln were co-owners of both the First Berry -
Lincoln general store as well as the Second Berry - Lincoln general store. The Second
Berry - Lincoln store went out of business in 1833, ending their business partnership.



10.  What herb found in Dr. Allen's garden is still used today for making cough syrup?
a. lemon balm c. lamb's ear
b. catnip d. hollyhock

ANSWER: d. hollyhock  The flower of hollyhock was used in the 1830s as an ingredient in
cough syrup and is still used today.  It is also the ingredient that gives the syrup its
unpleasant taste.

* * BONUS QUESTION * *

What would you like or dislike about living in New Salem in the 1830s?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


