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Sam Hill was born in 1800 in New Jersey. When he was 20 years old, 
he migrated to Cincinnati, Ohio. From there he went to New Salem, 
where he became a store owner. He had a business partner, John 
McNamar. Mr. Hill married Parthena Nance on July 28, 1835. She 
was born on August 13, 1816 in Green County, Kentucky. 
 
Mr. Hill built a two-story house just west of his store. It was a very big 
home for the time and very well constructed. It was the only 
residence with a porch. According to the size of the foundation of the 
home there were approximately four rooms. There was a  
living room and a dining room downstairs and there were two 
bedrooms upstairs. 
 
Local historian Thomas Reep wrote that Samuel Hill had strong 
financial backing and good connections with his wholesalers. Mr. Hill 
would make buying trips to St.Louis twice a year. He would buy in 
large quantities and stock his store with tea, coffee, sugar, salt, 
whiskey, blue calico and brown muslin material, homemade jeans 
and gloves, cotton chain and straw hats, a few ladies hats and other 
women’s apparel.  
 
Samuel Hill was also in business as a carding mill owner. Mr. Hill was 
known to be thrifty and shrewd in his business dealings. He was said 
to be a small feisty man with a high spirited temperament. He had 
little use for religion although his wife was a Presbyterian. Hill was not 
in for “meetins” in the church and he did cater to New Salems rowdies 
with the intention of selling them his liquor. He knew that there was 
money to be made. 
 
In 1829 Sam hill became the village’s first postmaster. Isaac Chrism, 
who operated a store with his brother in the building that eventually 
became the Second Berry-Lincoln Store, succeeded him in 1831. 
When the Chrismans sold out in March, 1832, Hill again became the 
postmaster. Hill, according to records, lost his position because he 
offended the women of New Salem by making them wait for their mail 
while he served liquor to the men. There was competition among 



storekeepers to sell liquor, so Hill thought he should serve his 
customers. 
 
The women usually went to the store to collect the family mail. They 
became quite upset and began to complain when they were required 
to wait an unreasonable amount of time for their mail.  
 
The people at New Salem got up a petition. The petition had to have 
the endorsement of some well-known postmaster at the department 
in Washington. The petition was sent to O.M. Ross at Havana and he 
in turn sent it to Washington. The people elected Abraham Lincoln to 
be their postmaster. Mr. Lincoln was well known and liked. Mr. 
Lincoln did become Postmaster.  
 
Sam Hill moved his store and family to Petersburg in fall of 1839.  Hill 
built a home at 211 West Sangamon Avenue and purchased half 
interest in the carding mill, which he had once owned and sold to 
Hardin Bale. Mr. Hill thrived in Petersburg. 


