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In 1828 a one room log schoolhouse was built after New Salem had 
begun to establish itself as a community of pioneers. The children 
who attended were all ages. Mostly the young children were full time 
students. The older and stronger children had to miss school when 
there were chores and harvesting in the fields to be done. Parents 
depended on their older children to help them with the chores so that 
there would be wood for fires and food on the table for the family. 
 
The schoolteacher, Mentor Graham, charged between 30 cents and 
85 cents a month depending on the age of the child. The teaching 
method that Mr. Graham used was called the “blab” method. 
Children were expected to learn by repeating their lesson out loud 
over and over.  
 
Mentor Graham, the teacher, lived on 40 acres just west of the line of 
New Salem. In 1833 he entered his tract of land into the New Salem 
village as part of New Salem. He first taught school at the Baptist 
Church on the Felix Green farm before coming to teach at New 
Salem. He was a teacher for fifty years in various places.  
 
Mentor Graham was born near Greensburg Kentucky in 1800, and 
came to New Salem in 1828.  Besides being educated as and 
elementary teacher, he was self taught. His uncle, Johnson Graham, 
a Baptist Minister, who possessed a very good library for those days, 
helped Mentor out with his education a great deal. 
 
Mentor was strong in his ideas about his pupils. If he liked them, he 
would help them and overlook their mistakes. If he did not like a pupil, 
he could see little good in them. He rarely smiled, was very strict, did 
not have a sense of humor. He did like Abe Lincoln while Mr. Lincoln 
was at New Salem. Abe was the studious sort and Mentor helped 
Abe learn the trade of surveying and understanding mathematics. 
 
The schoolhouse was also used for the community of New Salem 
residents as a church. They did not have a separate building for a 
church. 


