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In 1828  the two story log home was built by James Rutledge to be 
used as his residence. Once New Salem began to grow and prosper, 
Mr. Rutledge converted the home into an inn or tavern. Travelers 
could get a good hot meal and an overnight stay for 371/2 cents per 
day.  The travelers were able to rest and feed their livestock as well.  
 
Traveling by horsepower usually required stops about every 15-20 
miles. Traveling was expensive and time consuming. People traveled 
because they were either settling somewhere new or they had to take 
care of important business. Travel was not for fun or leisure. 
 
Because taverns were a place of shelter, many taverns were really 
someone’s home opened to strangers out of necessity. The tavern 
became a place of news exchange from distant places, by word-of-
mouth, the mail routes or newspaper. The tavern was also a place of 
socialization. Travelers would exchange stories and enjoy each 
others company. 
 
The tavern gave an advantage to the community of New Salem by 
attracting new settlers. They came on horseback, by covered wagon 
and by water.   
 
The Rutledges shared the work that was involved in caring for the 
tavern and the travelers. They cooked all of their meals at the huge 
fireplace in the main room. The large hearth could hold several pots, 
ovens or frying pans. A great deal of time was needed to prepare 
large meals for many people. Everyone ate together in the same 
room at the same table. Bread was the main part of the diet. The New 
Salem area was suited for growing corn, so corn meal was common 
on a daily basis. 
 
A diet of pork and corn dishes was also prevelant. Coffee was the 
favorite drink for adults. The food in the tavern was similar to meals 
found in nearby homes. 



James Rutledge kept the tavern until 1933 until he and his family 
moved away from New Salem. James Rutledge was  a native of 
South Carolina who co-founded New Salem with John Cameron. 
 
The tavern was a rectangle shaped  16’x30’  building made of logs. 
One Historian claimed that Rutledge built an addition for guests. 
Some tavern owners do not live in the tavern, but in a separate home. 
The Rutledges did live in the tavern and managed the business along 
with caring for their 10 children. As the children grew up, they too 
helped with the chores of running a very busy tavern. Mrs. Rutledge 
(Mary Ann) was hostess to the New Salem Inn from 1828-1833. She 
managed to organize all of the meals and share in the other chores. 
 
Mr. Rutledge is described as having been warm, social and 
generous. These would have been good traits for an innkeeper 
because his was an influential business. 
 
In 1833 Mr. Rutledge sold the tavern to Nelson Alley who rented the 
tavern to Henry Onstot and later to Michael Keltner. In 1837 Alley 
sold the tavern to Jacob Bale, who operated both the carding mill and 
the saw and grist mill. The Bales used the tavern as a residence for 
many years and did not operate it as a tavern. 


