
Lincoln’s New Salem
6th Grade Activity # 1

Students will research and develop a written report and give an oral presentation on a
specific area about New Salem during the time period of 1829-1840.

They may focus on the building itself or include the residents, their heritage, history,
trade, habits, and any other details. Each student within a group of 4 should choose a
specific topic about the building and/or the residents there.

Method:

1. Have a list of the buildings and homes on the board. (Get the names of buildings and
homes from www.lincolnsnewsalem.com)

2. Have students draw a  number from a hat, and those with the same number will be
partners (groups with 4 each).

3. Those starting with #1 get to choose from the list of buildings first.  For obtaining
prior knowledge of the building or home and the people, use the source list below.
The map of the village can be printed from  Lincolnsnewsalem.com

4. When a building is taken, write the group # next to it. If there are any buildings or
homes left over, ask if any group would like to report on two buildings for extra
credit or divide a group into 2 partners.

5. After all groups have been chosen, hand out the activity sheet with the the guidelines
for the project.  (see example below)

6. Remind students that teamwork is important. Everyone must be involved. Grades can
be given to individuals as well as to the group.

7. Each student within the group is responsible for completing a 1 page paper with
references.

Objective :

The student will gain knowledge in historical analysis of Lincoln’s New Salem,
comprehension of various electronic and printed materials, research, writing,
presentation, listening skills, socialization and group participation and cooperation.

• Teachers note
You may obtain a copy of the video Turning Point, any informational brochures,
Student Information Sheets on the buildings and residences by e-mailing to
Newsalem@lincolnsnewsalem.com or call 217-632-4000. Please allow sufficient
time to receive materials for your pre-visit project.    Thank You



Lincoln’s New Salem
Learning Standards for

6th grade #1 project

Students will meet the many Illinois Learning Standards listed below while
completing their investigation and reporting on the buildings and residents
of Lincoln’s New Salem.

Social Science:
Events, Trends and History

State Goal 16: Understand events, trends, individual movements shaping
the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.
A.: Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation
16.A.2c:Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and data from

historic documents, images and other literary and non-literary
sources.

English Language Arts
Reading
State Goal 1:   

C: Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.
1.C.2d: Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate to

relate to purpose of material
1.C.2f: Connect information presented in tables, maps and charts to

printed or electronic text

English Language Arts
Listening and Speaking
State Goal 4:

B: Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and
audience

4.B.2a: Present oral reports to an audience using correct language and
and nonverbal expressions for the intended purpose and message
within a suggested organizational format

4.B.2b: Use speaking skills and procedures to participate in group
discussions

4.B.2c: Identify methods to manage or overcome communication
anxiety amd apprehension (e.g., topic outlines, repetitive
practice).



6th grade Activity #1

English Language Arts
Use Information Resources, Frame Questions and Communicate
Effectively
State Goal 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate

information
5.A.2a: Formulate questions and construct an basic research plan.
5.A.2b: Organize and integrate information  from a variety of sources

(e.g., books, interviews, lebrary reference materials,
websites,CD/ROMs).

5.B.2a: Determine the accuracy, currency and reliability of materials
from various sources.

5.B.2b: Cite sources used.
5.C.2b: Prepare and deliver oral presentations based on inquiry or

research.



Students Handout

Lincoln’s New Salem
6th grade Activity #1

Guidlines:

1. You will research sources about the building or home that you have chosen for this
project.

2. You must type a one (1)  page minimum paper with no more than two (2) pages. You
will pay attention to correct spelling, punctuation and grammar.

3. You must have a bibliography page to show your sources of information.
4. Your report will be given orally to the class along with your group members. Each of

you will decide on what topic about the building that you are reporting.
5. You may look at brochures, the website (virtual tour, map and electronic materials

pertaining to the physical buildings in the village) and any books that you find in the
library on New Salem.
Include:  structure, purpose of the building, location, age, surroundings and a picture
if you are inclined, the residents or trades people who own the business, dress, food,
livestock, any details about the people. Be specific and give great detail.

Materials :

pencil, paper, group activity handout including resources, in-class computer/project time,
map of Lincoln’s New Salem Village, brochures from New Salem (you may call 217-
529-4000 or e-mail them at newsalem@lincolnsnewsalem.com , and be sure to show
your students the Lincoln’s New Salem Village website and take the virtual tour at
Lincolnsnewsalem.com

Sources:

• www.lincolnsnewsalem.com
• Brochures from New Salem (your teacher has one, perhaps you should make a copy)
• Videotape- Turning Point (this is more specifically on Lincoln himself)
• Map of New Salem (this can printed from the website)
• Information handouts on each building or residence (these can be obtained from your

teacher).
• Factmonster.com   will help you with how to do your bibliography page and there are

samples of research reports as well Check out the Homework section.


